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A Review of the Segmentation of Achievement Standards and Didactic
Transposition in the Organization of Korean Geography Textbook Units
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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the characteristics and problems in the composition of Korean geography
textbook units, focusing on the segmentation of achievement standards and didactic transposition, based on the
content system and achievement standards of the 2015 revised high school Korean geography curriculum. The key
findings are as follows: First, the unit organization in the three types of authorized Korean geography textbooks is
structured into chapters (large units), with learning and activities centered around smaller unit topics. Each unit’s text
comprises core content and supplementary material with various functions. Second, a more active didactic
transposition was observed in the smaller units, where learning topics and inquiry activities were designed based on
achievement standards and learning elements. These were organized in various forms and content by the textbooks.
However, a problem emerged as the text within each small unit and learning topic was often fragmented into
individual geographic facts or concepts. Finally, in the process of transposing achievement standards into learning
objectives and inquiry activities for small and medium units, distortions occurred, with content elements and
behavioral verbs being presented inconsistently. Additionally, there was an issue with the repetition of the same or

similar learning objectives within the same chapter.

Key words: 2015 revised Korean geography curriculum, Korean Geography authorized textbook, Units organization
system, Segmentation of achievement standards, Didactic transposition, Behavioral verb.
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