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A Study on the Implications of Actor-Network Theory
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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to examine the implications of the new perspective and epistemology of the
theory for current environmental education based on the understanding of ‘Actor-Network Theory (ANT)’ and
suggested the direction of environmental education. ANT has characteristics such as symmetry of human-non-human
actors, networks and collective, translation, and criticism of modernization. From the perspective of ANT, the
direction in which environmental education should proceed is suggested as follows. First, environmental education
should provide a foundation for students to break through the dichotomous perceptions of modernity and move
toward a new ecological civilization. Second, environmental education should allow students to comprehensively
grasp the human, non-human, natural, and artificial factors surrounding them and consider the active role of various
non-human actors in understanding and recognizing the environment. Third, environmental education should be able

to include the interaction of human and non-human actors in explaining ecosystems and social systems and the
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multifaceted relationship of the network that consists of them. Fourth, environmental education should allow

students to form and maintain a network with various human and non-human actors through the process of

personalization of environment, and consider dynamic changes such as social structure and occurrence that caused

it rather than dealing with environmental problems alone.

Key words: Environmental Education, Actor-Network Theory, ANT, Network, Human-Nonhuman, Actor
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