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Spatial Characteristics of Elementary School Students

Location Cognition of World Countries
- Focusing on ‘Korea’ and its ‘neighboring countries’ -

Khan Yong Lee* - Mi Yeon Lim**
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Abstract: Location is a key concept and idea of geography and is the basis of geographic literacy. This study
analyzed the spatial characteristics of location cognition on the map of ‘Korea’ and its ‘neighboring countries’ in
terms of locating and orienting for elementary school students. While the overall positioning-accuracy rate for
Korea’s location increased as the grades increased, a leap forward was observed in the 3rd and 6th grades. However,
there was also a problem that the overall average rate of elementary school students was less than 50%. As for the
positioning characteristics for Korea, there were systematic trends such as worldwide dispersion distribution in the
lower grades, concentration in East Asia from the middle grades, and clustering in the Korean Peninsula in the upper
grades. Elementary school students’ overall awareness of neighboring countries was high in the order of Japan,
China, Russia, North Korea, the United States, Mongolia, and others. Japan and China are the top-recognition
countries, and the lower and middle school students have higher awareness of Japan, and the upper grades have higher
awareness of China. In the orienting for neighboring countries, spatial characteristics such as expansion of
distribution range, clustering of distribution, and strengthening of clustering along the northwest-southeast axis were

confirmed as the higher grades progressed.

Key words: location cognition, positioning-accuracy rate, locating, awareness, orienting
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